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FARM, AND THAMES WATER

By Dick Scarff

We understand that following
consultations between RBWM and
Thames Water (TW), a requirement
was put into the Borough Local Plan
that the existing sewer network be
reinforced for the development at
Lower Mount Farm. We were there-
fore surprised that in response to
the planning application, TW said
that the network was adequate. We
challenged this. TW then changed its
mind and admitted that the existing
system would not be able to cope
after all.

Additionally, following the 2014 floods,
and the failure of the Lightlands Lane

Pumping Station, we requested that
TW raise the electrics and make the
site fully flood resilient. They said that
they had done enough. This year’s
flood proved us right and them wrong.

We are very unimpressed by TW's
performance and are working with
the Planning Department to try to
ensure that the pumping station is
flood-proofed, and that the drainage
network is upgraded. 200 new
houses must not be connected to
an inadequate sewer system that
will result in sewage flooding into
other areas of the village.

THE ENVIRONMENT AGENCY RENEGE ON
PLANS TO OPEN ACCESS TO LOCK ISLAND

By Dick Scarff and Bill Perry

Following long and tortuous
negotiations with the EA, we had

at last begun to believe that we

had an agreement to re-open Lock
Island to the public. Regrettably, at
our last meeting in July, the EA
rowed back on the previous
commitment and said that no further
progress towards reopening could
be made without erecting a very

/I tist's impression of the new fence
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tall, steel palisade fence on Odney
Common, on the downstream side
of the weir. In our view, not only is
this type of fencing visual vandalism
in one of Cookham’s beauty spots,
but it does nothing to increase safety
at the site. They said that without

it, they would not reopen access to
Lock Island and nor could they give
a commitment to opening, even if
the fence was put up! All parties had
previously agreed that waist-high
fencing was all that was needed to
prevent anyone accidently falling
into the weir channel.

However, the EA face significant
obstacles to the proposed fence. The
metal fence cannot be fixed to the
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200 HOUSES AT LOWER MOUNT

iDronfootage shoig he degac}tin of the Green
Belt separating the two settlements of Cookham and
Maidenhead. Photo: Courtesy of James Camplin

AL37 LATEST

The plan to build 200 houses at Lower
Mount Farm is entering a critical stage.
It looks likely that the Development
Panel at RBWM will be considering the
planning application in mid-October.
Keep abreast of the latest developments
by visiting our website.

wall because that would damage
the structural integrity of the concrete.
If the EA build it on the common
itself, prior permission will have to
be obtained from the Commoners
who retain grazing and harvesting
rights. Permission will also have to
be granted by the landowner and
finally, the EA will have to seek the
agreement of the Parish Council.

Working with the Parish Council and
our RBWM ward councillors, we shall
continue to battle the Kafkaesque
behaviour of the EA.

www.facebook.com/groups/thecookhamsociety
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COOKHAM
NEIGHBOURHOOD
PLAN

By Bill Perry

Roman Lea, Cookham Rise

The draft plan sailed through its
Regulation 14 consultation. The
working party made some changes as
a result of the consultation, including
explanatory briefs for the agricultural
and equine policies.

Some work on design issues remains
to be finalised by the experts, AECOM,
who rely on government funding.
Funding was approved in early
September so work is underway.

If all goes well, the working party will
be able to approve the next stage,
and then the plan can go to RBWM
in October or November. At that
point, the Borough can arrange for
the Regulation 16 Consultation and
Examination.
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CARMAGGEDON?

This map shows the housing
development sites in Cookham
allocated in the Borough Local
Plan. It also shows the Hollands
Farm site in Bourne End and
Spencer’s Farm in Maidenhead
with their housing allocations. The
Spencer’s Farm site also includes
plans for a three-class-entry primary
school with associated comings
and goings.

Cookham

Dean
CookhaL

Rise: »
AL36 Gas
Holder

50 houses \f

b= Strande Park
] 20 houses
s

The total projected number of
dwellings is more than 960. As
most homes now own between two
and three cars each, it doesn’t take
a mathematician to work out how
much more traffic will be feeding
into our already congested roads. \

i A
MaldenheaMap showing the development

sites and associated housing numbers

AL28 Spencer's
=~ Farm 330 houses
plus primary school

CREMATORIUM

By Bill Perry

Elegy, a ‘micro-entity’ company - which according to its latest filed accounts
has a negative net worth - is canvassing reactions to its plan to build a
crematorium in the Green Belt on Long Lane. No need for a crematorium
was identified in the BLP and Elegy has never built a crematorium before.
The Society is of the view that this is entirely the wrong building in the
wrong place. The proposal would further degrade the Green Belt and
generate significant traffic along unsuitable single track country roads,

with additional traffic hazards at the junction of Long Lane and Switchback
Road. It would add further congestion to that caused by the plan to develop
200 houses at Lower Mount Farm, cause harm to Stanley Spencer views
and entail unwanted air and water pollution risks. Cookham says ‘No’.

THE FUTURE OF THE CEMETERY FIELD sy sirerry
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The brown ploughe ﬁé/d is the Cemetery Field.Photo: Courtsy of James Cal[n

The Church Commissioners (CC), who are the new
owners of the Cemetery Field, which is next to Switchback
Road, submitted a response to the Regulation 14
consultation on the draft Neighbourhood Plan. The CC
are looking to optimise their recent investment by seeking
to build housing on this agricultural land. They envisage
building 220 new homes on the vital Green Belt separating
Cookham and Maidenhead. The Council has made it
clear that with 270 homes already planned for sites at
Lower Mount Farm, Strande Park and the Gasholder site,
Cookham is already getting more than its fair share of
new housing.

“Our photo shows that the Green Belt separating the

two settlements is already under huge pressure. Local
residents and the Society do not want to see open green
fields turned into continuous urban sprawl.” Said Bill Perry,
Chairman of the Society.




The Cookham Society | Autumn 2024 03

WILL PLANNING CHANGES PROVIDE MORE

HOUSING?

By Tom Denniford

Although in 1969/70 England produced
nearly 307,000 new dwellings, there
has been a steady decline ever since
and many see the planning system
not as a facilitator, but as a barrier to
new development. Indeed, there is
little doubt it has become vastly more
complex over recent years both in
terms of the processes by which land
is identified for new development -
through Local Plans - and the hoops
developers have to go through, before
construction can even start.

The new Labour government has set
itself the goal of achieving 1,500,000
new homes within the next five years.
This is an ambitious target by any
standards, especially considering
the country has failed to produce
anything like this number in recent
memory. To try to achieve this aim it
has unilaterally increased the targets
for new homes in many councils’
local plans. In the Royal Borough’s
case, this means a new figure of
1,341 dwellings per annum, a 55%
increase.

One might charitably say this is
wishful thinking. The reality is that
since the present local plan period
started in 2013/14 the Royal Borough
has never built more than 705 dwellings
in a year and the average has been
only 330. There will undoubtedly be
an increased out-turn in the next two
or three years as the blocks of flats in
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The new Labour government has set itself
the goal of achieving 1,500,000 new homes
within the next five years.

Maidenhead are completed, but this will

be a short-term fix. The government
also intends to reinstate the long-
standing requirement for local
authorities to demonstrate the
availability of a 5-year supply of
developable sites. Recently, RBWM
has been unable to do this, which
makes it vulnerable to speculative
planning applications.

Unlike many local authorities, the
Royal Borough does have an up-to-

date local plan, but it will soon have
to start on a review, if it must find
more sites and in doing so, it will
have to look again at the Green Belt.

In the past, most of us thought the
Green Belt was sacrosanct, but this
notion evaporated in 2007 when a
planning inspector told the Royal
Borough that in the absence of
suitable alternatives, it should look to
the Green Belt as a source of housing
land. In the current Borough Local Plan
more than 450 acres were removed
from it. Now we are to be faced with
the notion of so-called ‘Grey Belt'.
This, we are told, is to be land which
makes only a ‘limited contribution to
Green Belt purposes’, which appears
to be an invitation to owners to allow
land and buildings to become derelict in
the expectation of future development.

The pressure will be on the Royal
Borough to identify more land for
housing. Undoubtedly, this will mean
taking more bites out of the Green
Belt. Precedents have already been
set at Lower Mount Farm and Strande
Park. We shall have to remain vigilant
to ensure this does not compromise
Cookham and its unique identity.
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MORE FASCINATING
OBJECTS
UNEARTHED AT THE
HOLY TRINITY DIG

By Shez Courtenay-Smith

This year’s archaeological dig in
Holy Trinity church’s ‘Paddock Field’,
continues to unearth fascinating S
insights into the Anglo-Saxon monastery + d1he find of the year? A fragment of a

. ; musical instrument found at the 202{1 dig.
of the eighth and ninth centuries. ~+ It may have been made with a swan’s leg.

" _MErhoto by Shez Courtenay-Smith

THE MASONS MAKE A
GENEROUS DONATION
TO THE SOCIETY

Freemasons from the Cookham Manor
Lodge very kindly donated a cheque
for £500 to us earlier this year, to help
the Society in its work to protect the
Cookhams. The cheque was gratefully
accepted by the Society’s Chairman,
Mr Bill Perry and the Treasurer,

Mr Mark Chapman.

THE SOCIETY WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS
TO THE COMMITTEE

Peter Thorne

Peter and his wife Suzan moved to Cookham in 2021. They
both love the beauty of the local area, the facilities it offers
and its transport links. For 15 years Peter was the head of
the commercial real estate team of an international law firm
based in central London. He led the legal team working on
large scale regeneration projects including the new American
embassy, the Covent Garden fruit and vegetable market in
Nine Elms and the Swansea University Bay Campus. He
stepped down from his role in 2018 and continues to provide
consultancy work to the firm. He is looking forward to
working with the committee.

Shez Courtenay-Smith

Shez Courtenay-Smith rejoined us in July, after a gap of
several years in which she worked as a volunteer (later, as
Vice-chair) for the Stanley Spencer Gallery. In 2022, Shez
was awarded an Honorary Lifetime Membership of the
Society in recognition of her leading role in the production
of the Cookham Village Design Statement, which was
adopted in 2013 as a Supplementary Planning Document
by the Borough Council. She also managed the Cookham
Dean War Memorial restoration project, completed in 2016.
She is delighted to be back on the committee.

MILLENIUM DRUM
GETS A MAKEOVER

By Barry Weare

Erected to celebrate the Millenium,
the Society thought that its poster
drum, sited on Cookham station’s
concourse, was due for an upgrade.
Local signwriter Michell Da Silva
was contracted to lend his skill and
we think our poster drum now looks
rather impressive and ready for
another 25 years! Non-profit posters
are displayed free of charge and
local businesses can advertise for a
nominal fee. For details, please
contact barry.weare @btinternet.com.

THE
COOKHAM
SOCIETY
DESIGN
AWARD

2025 [ o

If you have completed a suitable
building or garden project during 2024
that you think is a candidate for the
Cookham Society Design Award, why
not a submit an entry form for the
2025 prize.You can contact us on:
messages@cookhamsociety.org.uk

A REMINDER FROM THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY

KEEP UP-TO-DATE WITH THE SOCIETY

You can keep abreast of key issues facing Cookham by staying in touch with the Society in any number of ways:
» Join the Society and get our twice-yearly newsletter
* Read our website www.cookhamsociety.org.uk
» Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/thecookhamsociety II]
* Read the Poster Drum on Cookham station concourse
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